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RLG Archival Resources

Bringing the World's Archives to the Desktop

! Unknown resources from hundreds of archives and other
collections of primary sources

– 39,084 finding aids for archival collections

– 735,725 catalog records describing special collections

! Full-text searching and display

! Providing a single point of entry to worldwide archival
holdings.
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  RLG Cultural Materials

! Members contribute collections

! Collections consist of digital surrogates of original
artifacts

! Service offers integrated access across diverse content

! Brings new relationships to light

! Allows for new discoveries

! Integrate primary sources in teaching
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Who uses

! Manuscripts and other primary source
documents?

! Photographs, prints and other visual resources?
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DLF/Outsell Survey

! Which of the following information types do you
use for

Research?

Teaching?

Coursework?

Amy Friedlander, “Dimensions and Use of the Scholarly Information Environment:
Introduction to a Data Set Assembled by the Digital Library Federation and Outsell,
Inc.,” November 2002. <http://www.clir.org/pubs/abstract/pub110abst.html>
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Primary Source Use

66.8%00Undergrad

60.7%56.2%79.2%Graduate

057.6%82.8%Faculty

CourseworkTeachingResearch

Tables 68-70
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Visual Resources Use
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Attitudinal Interviews

! Archival Resources (Primary Resources)
– Faculty – Research

– Undergrad – Coursework

! Cultural Materials (Visual Resources)
– Faculty – Teaching
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Primary Sources – early findings

! Faculty:
– Existence of guides

– Content/Scope wins

– Value exhaustiveness

– Worry about gaps

– Graduates share values
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Primary Sources – early findings

! Undergrads:
– Growing user base

– Assignment driven

– Value biographical and historical information

– Will use nearby collections

– Worry about time
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Visual Resources

! Faculty Interviews re Teaching

– Current Strategies for
• Gathering images

• Managing images

• Teaching with images

– What would an ideal future look like?
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Visual Resources - early findings

! Faculty don’t use licensed resources

! Faculty find or create their own images

! Faculty gather images to build their own resources

! Faculty use PowerPoint & Web pages

! Faculty would like it all
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Image Destinations – early findings

! Immediate re-use
– Faculty harvest images for PowerPoint

! Re-aggregation
– Faculty harvest images

• for their own archive

• for departmental image pool

– Campus harvests images

• for dedicated instructional images database

• for their digital library
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Visual Resources - first conclusions

! Integration and disintegration are important

! Content acquisition is important
– Descriptive metadata and image

– Details, individual images, entire collections

– Easy to drop into a presentation

– Easy to ingest into local databases / tools
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Common-Sense Ethnography

! They value their time

! They change their values




